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WATERLOO FESTIVAL TO PRESENT DOCUMENTARY 

ON THE FIRST ANIMATED FEATURE FILM FROM AFRICA 
 
The third annual Waterloo Festival for Animated Cinema (WFAC), to be held April 23rd-26th in 
Waterloo, Ontario, is pleased to announce a special presentation on the making of “The Legend 
of the Sky Kingdom,” Africa’s first full-length animated feature film and the world’s first 
Junkmation™ movie.  Brent Dawes, the animation director of the film, will be travelling to the 
WFAC to present a documentary and an informal discussion focussing on the making of the film. 
 
“In Africa, nothing is thrown away,” says Roger Hawkins, the film’s director.  “All across the 
continent, skilled craftsmen take pieces of junk and transform them into useful items.  Empty 
cans and bits of wire become lamps.  Tyres and tubing are made into shoes.  Junk of any 
description – wood, wire, metal, tin, plastic, empty containers of every description – finds new 
life as objects of art and decoration - and everyday use.” 
 
The producers of “The Legend of the Sky Kingdom” decided to tap into this unique art style and 
bring it to life, to create a world unlike any other.  They call it Junkmation™.  In the film, old 
teacups become heads, spoons become hands, buttons become seeing eyes, and limbs made of 
wire, spark plugs and bottle brushes propel the characters into action.  Filmed in Zimbabwe 
between 1999 and 2002, the film is a heart-warming tale of adventure and hope, featuring three 
orphans and their escape from the underground city where they are slaves of a cruel emperor.  
They go in search of the fabled prince Ariel and his home, the fabulous Sky Kingdom. 
 
“Making this film has been the most amazing experience for the production team,” says Hawkins.  
“With very few resources, we have managed to produce a unique work of African art, and I am 
looking forward to seeing the international response to our endeavours.” 
 
The film was made with a crew of never more than 15 people at one time, most of them totally 
inexperienced in film and the rigorous discipline of stop-frame animation.  In addition, the team 
used simple cameras, homemade camera motion rigs and an enormous amount of ingenuity and 
commitment to produce the film. 
 
The presentation will be held on Friday, April 25th, 2003 at the Symposium Café, 4 King Street 
North, Waterloo, Ontario.  Admission to the gala presentation is free, but seating is limited and 
will be preferentially given to festival passholders. 
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About the Festival 
 
The WFAC is a film festival dedicated to promote recognition for animation as a legitimate 
medium for cinema, and to celebrate the power of animation in feature films.  WFAC 2003 will 
be held at the Princess Cinema in downtown Waterloo and at the Galaxy Cinema, Conestoga Mall 
in Waterloo, Ontario.  The schedule is available on the festival web site at http://www.wfac.ca. 
 
Tickets and passes are now available for purchase online at http://www.wfac.ca.  Tickets are $10 
per film. A $2 discount per ticket is available for advance orders totalling five or more tickets. A 
limited number of festival passes ($75) are also available for those who would like to experience 
the entire programme.  All prices are in Canadian dollars. 
 
Tickets may also be purchased at Generation X, Gemini Jetpack, Princess Cinema, and Steve's 
TV, or at the door.  To ensure seating, we suggest that tickets and passes be purchased in 
advance. 
 
A printed film guide, containing detailed film information, the screening schedule, an index of 
films and directors, interviews and more will also be available for purchase at the festival. 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
 
Waterloo Festival for Animated Cinema (WFAC): 
 

Joseph C. Chen - curator, WFAC 
joseph.chen@wfac.ca 
280 Ferndale Place, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada  N2J 3X9 
http://www.wfac.ca 
tel. +1 (519) 888-6683 

 
 
Film Publicity and Promotions: 
 

Wilf and Trish Mbanga, Activate Communications 
mbanga@hms.co.zw 
19 Courtenay Road, Chisipite, Harare, Zimbabwe 
tel: +263 4 885107 fax: +263 4 850168 mobile: +263 (0) 11 409531 
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